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Designing

By Steve Ulrich, EMI Canada

0l was considered by the
because of my poverty, but now | feel I am a

person again. . . My children and | used to sleep
hungry, but now | can buy food . . . | will also buy

a bed and for the first time in my life | will sleep

on a bed ! You have wiped my tears and clothed

me with joy!é

Whatdoesself -suf fi ci ency | ook
widow in Burundi after more than a decade of civil
strife? How do you meet the daily needs of your

own children as well as the additional orphans

that may be depending on you for care? In the
developingwo r | d, ot r ai nisnwgféf iam

A widow in the tailoring class offered at Mount Hope

are often inextricably connected. At the aptly -
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By Carolyn Howarth, Samaritan& Purse Canada
The small community of Achiri is located in the prices in the city and raise family incomes, nothing
Bolivian Altiplano where the majority of family came of his dream.
incomes are dependent on the raising of llamas and
alpacas and selling of their by - products. I'n 2008, Samaritands Purse
Development program to improve the overall health
René Huanca is a community leader who has been of the herds in the Altiplano through de - worming,
raising llamas for over 25 years in Achiri . vitamin injections, and introducing high quality
Unfortunately, Mr. Huancabos aHmgls. ffteppgricipatipgdnihisiprogragmand| y
yielded low meat prices in La Paz. Although he observing a substantial improvement in the quality of
discussed this over the years with other local the local herds, Mr. Huanc:
producers, expressing his desire to form an Purse about his dream of forming a producers

association to collectively negotiate higher meat Please see Dreams Realized on page 3



Chairpersonads

By Julia Trotter
Dear friends,

In the beginning, when things were still as God
made them to be, Adam and Eve had a fruitful
garden to look after. They cared, nurtured,
named and subdued, and the earth responded
with bounty to meet all of their needs.

The prophet Isaia h promises similar productivity
and abundance in a new heaven and new earth yet
to come:

They will build houses and dwell in them;
they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
No longer will they build houses and others live in

them, orplantand ot her s eat. ¢é
My chosen ones will long enjoy

the work of their hands.

They will not labour in vain,

nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune.

(Is. 65:21 - 23a)

Designing Mt. Hope from page 1

supplement their existing sponsorship and
housing program for wentlgav
multi - purpose building at Mt. Hope, but Sister
Connection has plans for
like to expand their tailoring classes to include
skilled trades such as administration and
bookkeeping, paramedical
some widows i tis a skill that will be used in their
households, for others it will transform their lives
and be the gateway to income and self -
sufficiency. ¢

An Engineering Ministries International team
visited the 10 - acre site in March to catch the
vision and provid e culturally - appropriate design

for a master plan that will allow these dreams to

Now That’s Progress » -m‘

Julia Trotter is the CCRDA
Chairperson
and the Relief and
Development Director at
AIM Canada

Scripture affirms what our spirits cry out: There is
something desperately wrongina  world where the
reality for millions is that the work of their hands

does not produce the basic necessities of life.
Economic empowerment is not about a love of
money, a search for status, or a security found in
material things. Rather, it is about redee ming the
fruitful, productive stewardship of creation that we
were each created for.

I hope you will enjoy reading in this newsletter
stories of how CCRDA members are empowering
people around the world to overcome the obstacles
of economic poverty. A

Julia Trotter

become a reality. Sister Connection is building as the
funds are donated & but with their vision on paper,
they can now be confident of the next steps as they
build the vario us phases of the training centre. And
Mt. Hope can live up to its name. A

Steve Ulrich, Strategic
Development,
Engineering Ministries

International (EMI)
Canada.
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Community

By Ashley Chapman, FH Canada

To loan o r not to loan: that is the question. Or at
least it was for the FH Bangladesh staff.

Some people in the sustainable development field are
finding that micro - credit has become more about
debt than prosperity. So another model taking hold

is micro - savings, where community members learn

to manage, grow and invest their small yet sufficient

income and promote economic growth in their business training she received in the group was
community 8 all with the resources they already have! accompanied by couples training 3 focusing
especially on the importance of mutual respect.
FH organizes Community Savings Groups of 12 Aklima had been physically abused by her husband,
women each who learn skills  like reading and but they both attended the training and were taught
writing, book keeping and money management. As the importance of love, forgiveness and healthy
group membersd savings are s@dBg@aki@erNaga@egnigrofykl i mads
into substantial amounts that ~ can then be loaned her shop, and they co - operate the business as a

among the group and to others & especially women &  Partnership. A
in the community. This is revolutionary in an area

where women are historically oppressed. Ashley Chapman is the
Communications

One woman whose life was transformed by a Savings Coordinator at - Food for

Group is Aklima. After joining the group, she was the Hungry ( FH)

able to start and operate her own retail business. The Canada

Dreams Realized from page 1

association. Wi th the rdedtep o1 dedicatedonMarch17, 2011.
Achiri Camelid Producers beca me legally registered

in February 2010. Mr. Huanca was elected president. The Meat Processing Center will benefit more than
2,000 loca | camelid producers, giving added value

The association then began dreaming of building a to the raising of llamas and alpacas in the region.

camelid meat processing center to produce llama The meat products are also sold to a school

and alpaca jerky, sausages, hamburger, and cheese breakfast program in 72 rural schools, helping

that could be sold in La Paz. The necessary funds for address high rates of malnutrition that are

construction were committed by CIDA as well as prevalent in the region.

Samar i t an On the day of the inauguration, René Huanca

Purse expressed his gratitude, saying , drinally our

Canada, and dream of more than nine years has come to

the fruition and | know that this was a blessing from

processing God. Ithank Himfirst ,and Samaritanés P
center was well, for realizing this dream of the

community of Achiri. A
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REM

By Julia Trotter, AIM Canada

In the small Nairobi slum of Mitumba, tucked For a group of 40
between Wilson Airport and South - C Estate, Pastor HIV- positive women
Shadrack and Violet Ogembo runthe  Rural in the church,
Evangelistic Mission ( REM) Community Outreach blooming where
Centre. AIM has worked with REM since 2005. With theyore plan
making and selling

a vibrant school, a daily feeding program, a safe .
handicrafts such as

home for children who were sleeping in the these b ags woven

alleyways, and a growing church, REM shines like a

from recycled plastic.
beacon in a place that Satan is trying ha  rd to keep in
the dark.
Violet shares that when REM started in Mitumba, she improve their own lives. One of the ways they have
was often overwhelmed by requests for help. People proven this possible is th
in Mitumba are poor and, for many, life is pretty go-roundd groups.
wretched. They had become used to asking for help
from well - meaning organi zations that would come Few in Mitumba have enough money to open bank
and go leaving little lasting improvement. No one accounts, and savi ng is hard with pressing needs on

every side and the ever - present threat of theft. As a
result, people live hand -to- mouth, never building
their assets or getting ahead. Now sixty members of
the REM church are learning the discipline of saving,
the hope o f planning, and the satisfaction of
achieving their goals.

Grouped according to what they can afford,
participants make weekly or monthly contributions of
between $4 and $40. After each collection, one
member receives the whole pot, with the cycle

= cont inuing until everyone has had a turn. Each group
Pastor Shadrack and Violet Ogembo has rules for how the money can be spent, and the
) person who receives it has to have their plans
had challenged them to help themselves or equipped ] i
approved by the group. Some improve their homes
them to do so. So the Ogembos were bombarded ) )
with a stool, a blanket, or some plates. Others give
their businesses a boost or pay school fees. One
member paid for both of his children to be in high
school, and another has saved enough to get himself
started in university. Thrilled with the discovery of
what is possible and accountable to fellow church
memb ers, few have failed to stay  faithful in their

contributions . A

with requests & money for hospital, fees for school,
food for the family, and on and on. REM could not
afford to help everyone, and if they had fulfilled each
request they really would not have been helping.

To confront the despair and dependency, REM
adopted the motto OBl oom \
challenging people to use what God had given them
(even if it seemed like nothing) to be productive and
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