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Reframing

By Carissa Youssef, FH Canada

Is relief aid always the best response to crises and
di Itds a question
non - profits are beginning to ask.

sasters?

ORel i efo often | mpltrens a

response; yetthere are f ewshort -t er m c¢r i s e 9

The situation in the Horn of Africa is a prime

example. Given the region
crisis has been building for more than two years o}
and realistically, theydl
future.

According to the rece nt Global Humanitarian
Assistance report, which looks year - by- year at
t he decadeds aid,
repeatedly spent in the same countries each year.
Additionally, the report states that private

- time high in 2010. So if
generosity is on the rise and money typically goes
t he same
handle reoccurring emergencies, or better yet, to
prevent them?

past emer

donations hit an all

t o regions, why

Helping

By Laurent Trabadell o, Samar it

One doesn6t have to |l ook
drought in northeastern Kenya. The ground is
parched. The trees are dry. The colour green is
conspicuous by its absence.

Add to this bleak landscape the continue d flow of
refugees across the Somali border i thousands each
day. When these new arrivals finally reach Dadaab,

they receive a twenty day food ration, a tent, and

j ust

r e e

Perhaps the difference between development and

relief is deeper than once thought d or maybe we

need to reframe how we

Please see Reframing Relief on page 2
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medi cal attention. Itds not
thanomanyrofithesneighbouring Kenyan co mmunities
are receiving.
r for the visible signs of

Much attention is given to the plight of the refugees,
and rightly so. Yet the often overlooked host

ties also face the
effects. Percentages of malnourished children have

communi
soared. Nomadic cattle her ders have lost their
source of income, as animals have died and prices for
livestock have plummeted.

Please see Helping Host Communities  on page 3
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Chairpersonos

By Julia Trotter

Dear Friends,

The chances are that each of you reading this

intends to eat d inner tonight. Maybe you are an
exception if you are fasting or you are too busy to
but i
unavailable to you. In contrast, the World Food

fit in a meal, t 0s
Programme estimates that 925 million people
hungry tonight;

that five million children in developing countries

around the world will go to bed

die annually due to hunger - related causes; and
that hunger kills more people than HIV/AIDS, TB
and malaria combined.

Currently over 13 million people are facing the

the Horn of Africa and
argest
Dadaab, has swelled to a population of roughly
460,000 people displaced by the crisis in Somalia,
with 1,200 more arriving each day. The
immediate emergency is overwhelming, but
the prospect of establishing long - term food
security in the region.

impacts of drought in

conflictin Somalia. Kenyads |

S0 is

http://www.wfp.org/hunger/stats
http://www.wfp.org/crisis/horn

(Accessed Sept. 13, 2011)
- of - africa (Accessed Sept. 13, 2011)

Reframing Relief from page 1

Food for the Hungry (FH) has been involved in

relief efforts since the late 1970s, but does so

with a specific mandate: to build long - term,
sustainable development programs . Our belief is
that investing i nto long - term solutions is the
most effective way to ensure long - term relief.

Take Ethiopia as an example. Families involved in
FHds community devel
Ethiopia are managing through this drought
better than ever before. Water wells, health y
livestock and drought - resistant seeds are just a
few things these communities have prioritized in
order to survive the inevitable dry seasons.

u

opment

Julia Trotter is the CCRDA
Chairperson
and the Relief and
Development Director at
AIM Canada

In the midst of the crisis, there are rays of hope. In
one part of the Turkana region of northern Kenya,
smallholder farmers recently completed the
rebuilding of irrigation infras ~ tructure that allowed
them to bring in a modest harvest of maize and
sorghum this year. While thousands of others in the
region are looking to food aid for survival, 18,000
people in this community are able to put food on

their own tables.

Around the wo rld, programs focused on rainwater
harvesting, micro - irrigation, community granaries,
and soil and water conservation offer similar
promise for improved food security.

In this newsletter, CCRDA members share how they
are meeting the immediate needs of th ose affected
by food shortages, while addressing the long
challen ge of improving food security. A

-term

Julia Trotter

http://www.wfp.org/countries/Kenya/News/Somali - Refugee - Mothers -
Give- Plumpy - Sup- The- Thumbs - Up (Accessed Sept. 13, 2011)
http://www.wfp.org  /stories/kenya

- irrigation_- repairs - prove - providential -

drought - hit - turkana (Accessed Sept. 13, 2011)

"The investments of FH have allowed the communities
we've been working with to withstand this drought in
way's that they wouldn't have prior to that work," says
FH Africads regional di
to address immediate life - saving needs with long -
term approaches.” A

programs in
Carissa Youssefis the

Director of
Communications at Food
for the Hungry (FH) Canada.
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Haiti:
By Betsy Wall, FIDA

Hunger is no stranger to the people of Haiti.
However, 1, like many Haitians still have a memory
when Haiti was able to feed itself. Today, nearly 80%
of Haitids food consumptio
much of which is heavily subsidized and cheap er
than local product. The story of how this came to be

will have some resonance with why there is a famine

in East Africa. It was predictable because it was
intentional. It is time that humanity becomes as
unstoppable as politics.

What does this look li ke in the context of Haiti?

It is well known that Haiti has more non - government

organizations than any other country (nearly 1 for

every 100 citizens). Hai t i
everyone but the poor. Whe
poor?éd a colrde argausep corfderd, ¢
because you tell me | am p

hunger is in the truthfulness of this statement. While
food aid may have its place, the program ming of it
undermines motivation. Resources are ignored and
eventually are viewed as non - existent. The hungry
accept that they have no choice but to be the hungry
that the Christian community is commanded to feed.

Helping Host Communities  from page 1

Drawing on more than two decades of experience in
Kenya, Purse is
providing for these undeserved host communitie S.
There are immediate needs, such as screening
malnourished children and providing supplements to

nurse them back to health. We found health posts fully
equipped to be used as feeding centers, but with no -
one to run them, so we have trained community he alth
workers to operate these much
Other emergency interventions include food
distributions for needy families, hygiene kits, and
clean water initiatives.

Samaritands

- needed programs.

Working with Kenyan communities also enables us to

invest longer -term, helping them cope with recurring

Literacy for rural men and women in Haiti is the g

ateway to
discovering the miraculous power of personal possibility.

In the days following the earthquake of January
2010, I have observed and experienced an
unprecedented assertiveness in the people of Haiti.
Spurred by the magnitude of loss, this supreme
sacrifice bolted the country into a resistance to
continuing the decades of aid that served only to
reinforce their poverty. The result is that

organizations are being challenged to review their

appr oach and wil/ to change their ways.

The mobilization of this ~ wi//, to unite in an
approach that invests in the resourcefulness of the
people, is a response to the inherent need for every
person to know self - worth, to be valued for what
they can do and wha tthey do have. Itis the
ultimate affirmation that they, too, are fully and
wonderfully made. A

Laurent Trabadello, Africa Regional
Manager, Samari tané
droughts. Better access to
clean water and improved
agricultural practices will allow
beneficiary communities to face
the future with greater

confidence. Cash for Work programs are providing
families with income for immediate nee ds and are
resulting in latrines and infrastructure that will have a
lasting impact on health and productivity.

Thankful that we serve the God who gives food to the
hungry, we continue to pray for wisdom in stewarding
resources and bringing lasting hop e in the midst of
this desperate situation. A
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Seeds for the

By Amber Van Schooneveld, Compassion Canada

Al t hough Compassion Intern
the most drought - impacted areas of East Africa,

some of our church partners are reporting

malnourished children due to the drought and rising

food costs.

Our ministry focuses on long - term development
rather than short - term relief, but we are responding
to the immediate needs of our malnourished

beneficiaries with food distribution. These efforts Food security project in Uganda.
will include providing supplemental food to nearly
15,000 malno urished children and caregivers in

Kenya and 1,500 in Ethiopia.

food for times of need.

Amenya Gloriafds mother rec:

The food distribution will be a bridge to long - term ago. She is now on her third round of replanting her

strategies that address food insecurity. Our field .
cassava cuttings, and each harvest becomes larger.

staff is working to (?ev.el.op the best Ior.\g - term On a recent visit to her house,  she was excited to
response for .each |nd|Y|duaI co.mmunlty. n the. past, show our staff not one, but all of her fields. Rather
these strategies have included income - generating . o .
_ than saying, 0Give me more, 0
activities and agricultural initiatives, such as . R
saying, oOLet me show you mor e

providing chickens, goats, and seeds, so that

families have a sustainable source of food. These families in Uganda are equipped to face the

current drought without outside help. We hope to
spread the success of these initiatives to more and
more of our partners across East Africa. A

After the Global Food Crisis, a number of our church
partners implemented these initiatives. Two years
later, we are finding that they truly work! An

example is families in Tubur, Uganda, who received
seeds and now can survive on their reserves through
two to three years of poor harvest. They also share
cutti ngs and harvests with neighbours and store

Amber Van Schooneveld is a
writer for Compassion Canada.

CCRDA Welcomes

During the CCRDA Board meeting in September, and child abuse , three homes for children who

the Board unanimously voted to approve the have been removed from abuse, mobile medical
membership application of  Compasio . Compasio care for a few communities,
serves the refugee and migrant populations from shelter for cases of abuse, rape and other

Burma, now living in withing Thailand. Their emergencies as referredto  them from the migrant
programs include: a community based child communities and other | ocal
protection and youth mentor team that work

within the areas of highest risk of child trafficking The CCRDA Board warmly welcomes Compasio! A
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A Kenyan

By Linda Mwania, CBM East Africa Office

Lucy is a 35 - year old woman living in the outskirts of
Meru, a city in the centre of Kenya. Her husband left
her when their son Daniel, now seven, was born with
cerebral palsy. In this culture a woman can be seen as
cursed if she has a child with a disability.

Lucy and her children , Daniel and Caroline , who
both suffer with cerebral palsy.

The drought has made it very difficult for Lucy to

feed her family. In that rural region, the results of the
drought are obvious with a few emaciated livestock

left and barren fields. I n some parts it has notrain  ed
for two years. Prices have increased due to the

scarcity of food and high cost of fuel for transport.

On the day the CBM team visited her, Lucy was
returning from collecting firewood, which she gathers
from the forest to sell. The drought has meant th ey
no longer have meat or vegetables. They eat porridge
once a day and twice if they can.

Recently, some villagers found a little girl with

cerebral palsy who was abandoned in the forest. They
accused Lucy of abandoning her child. Lucy protested
and showe d them her son was still at home. The local
officials said Lucy should look after the child, as she
knows about the condition. Lucy first protested but
she later accepted.

She has welcomed the child in her tiny timber hut,
which she rents for 300 Kenyan  shillings per month

(approx. $3. 10) . She now treats

her Il i ke

NMeortiolhiie r © Sister 3t hey dr

same age - and
has named her
Caroline.

Caring for her

family, which now

consists of two

children with

cerebral palsy, is very difficult for Lucy. Sometimes
she fee Is she will not be able to make it, she loses
hope and cries , but the fact that she hangs on and
looks after the children shows her strength.
Despite Lucy,tbasmdart somd positive
changes within the community. Previously children
with disa bility were hidden away due to the
stigmatiz ing from others in the community.

Now many families have brought their children out
because Lucy has made the community aware. As
Lucyds story demonstrates,
solidarity and open - mindedne ss are more crucial
than ever.

Soon after Lucy was met by the CBM team,a  food
distribution programme  was set up by CBM and its
local partner organisation, SPARK , that will reach
close to 1,700 vulnerable households in the district

of Meru. They will receive regular rations of cereals,
pulses and cooking oil  during a first - phase period of
three months. A

The timber hut

where Lu cy

lives with her
two children.

Dani el 6s
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